Pastoral Letter

Friends,

I thought I would take this opportunity to update you on the thinking and progress towards the coming together of the three parishes within our Benefice. 

Beginning with a meeting held at the end of April: it is our intention to hold monthly meetings of all those who hold elected office within our churches to look at common ground and discern the way forward. I am delighted to say that the first of our meetings was a very positive one and we all left feeling more secure about the future. It is important to say that no concrete decisions are being taken at these meetings – what will happen is that discussions will then be fed firstly into PCC/Church Committee meetings, and then depending on where they lead, into the pages of our parish magazine for everybody to think about and pray about.

Obviously there are some things that will need serious debate and some compromise – the issue that concerns me the most for instance, is how I can split my time across the three churches every month so that there is not a terrible uncertainty of who is where, when and at what time. The Churchwardens and Church Secretaries will be the initial group to debate these ideas and then feed them back to the relevant committees – I also hope that the church treasurers will have a short meeting later in the year, simply to frequent one another with the finances and workings of their respective parish. It is also the intention that we will set up a ‘Pastoral Visiting Team’ across the Benefice so that people in need of a visit can be ministered to instead of/or before they receive a visit from a Reader or indeed the Vicar. This team will be properly trained and will require a co-ordinator. Looking further ahead at the frequency and place of worship: we wish to set up a ‘Worship Task Force’ that will look at 4 monthly periods and decide on the best use of resources (I am hoping that there will be an ecumenical link within this thinking: building on the excellent relationship that already exists with the Methodist Church in the Benefice).

I personally have had a telephone discussion with the Area Dean and have invited myself to the next Deanery Pastoral Committee to share with them our thinking and to see what we must do to make our working together stronger.

This is where we are at the moment - but if you would want further clarification of what is going on in your particular church then please speak to the Churchwardens.

As this process continues, I ask that you please keep it in your hearts and your prayers.

Yours in Christ’s service,
Notices
Well Done...
· Thank you to all those who attended the APCM this year and especially to those at Killinghall for their hospitality.

· Thank you to John Adamson the Landlord of the Joiners Arms in Hampsthwaite for opening up the restaurant and providing the food, as we held our fundraising quiz on the evening of 3rd May. It was a brilliant night and thanks to Sue and Alyson we raised £200 for church funds.

· Big big thank you to Peter Spurr and Janet Hurst for the work they both did in redecorating and cleaning the Community Room in Hampsthwaite – it has made all the difference and we are all truly grateful.

· It was lovely having Billy and Emily Scruton with us for coffee following church on the 2nd May – The church presented Billy with a new television as just a small appreciation of the years of dedicated service he has given to the church – it’s great to see him back in the village.

· We also presented Helen Pill at Killinghall church with a painting on the 9th May – in recognition of her 28 years in the church choir and in preparation for her forthcoming wedding.

· Likewise we thanked and presented Sarah Doyne with a plant at Hampsthwaite church that same morning for all the years she has given to the work of the Sunday School.

